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Matilda and the other schoolchildren decide to revolt agaist Miss Trunchbull. The cast and crew
of “Matilda” began rehearsals before the semester began to prepare for the imaginative show.
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Harding community reacts to tensions in China

Trade war and protests strain relations between the United States and China
ALEXANDRA REGIDA
student writer
The trade war between the U.S. and
China is ongoing, entangling other
aspects of the growing tension with
China on an international level.

Hong Kong, officially Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region of the
People’s Republic of China, maintains
separation from China’s governing and
economic systems under the principle of
“one country, two systems” after being
transferred from the British Empire to
China in 1997. However, the region
inevitably feels the current pressure.
October marked the fourth straight
mont h of protests in Hong Kong,
where police have been accused of
using violent methods to control
protestors, hoping protesters
discredit themselves.
Senior Hongwei Zhang,
a student from China, said
the Hong Kong situation is
very serious.
“We all come from socialist
countries,” Zhang said. “As you
know, politics is very complex.”
According to Reuters, after the
U.S. changed its visa policy for
Chinese scholars in May, China’s
Ministry of Public Security worked
on new regulations to limit the
ability of those who are employed
or sponsored by U.S. intelligence
services and human rights groups to
travel to China.
In the last two years, the number of
new Chinese students attending Harding
has decreased by nearly 20%.
“In the past, there were 10-20 new
graduate students per year when on-ground
MBA courses were offered,” Harding’s
Chinese recruiter West Ling said.

However, according to Ling, students he
had recruited didn’t have much difficulty
in getting their visas, and Harding tried
its best to support all qualified applicants.
“To some degree, the relationship
between America and China will affect
potential students and their parents’ choices
of studying abroad.” Ling said. “Also,
British and Australian universities are
very aggressive on recruiting Chinese
students. However, most students or
parents believe U.S. has the best
education system.”
During Ling’s recruiting trips
through China Now, an organization
that sends students and teachers
to teach English in China, he
has observed that American
universities and teachers for
the China Now program are
still very welcomed.
Senior Zehan Wu, another
student from China, believes
t he s it u at ion m a y a f fe c t
some Chinese students in
A m e r ic a b ut n ot t h o s e
from Harding.
“I have heard some of
the Chinese students were
repatriated back to China without
any reason, but in my opinion, it
does not affect Harding students
since they only limit Chinese students
who go to the high-level colleges,
like Ivy Leagues,” Wu said.
China Now is very specif ic about
not getting involved with political or
current events in China. They are
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Revisions made to Harding
faculty constitution
GARCELLE HODGE
student writer
The updated Harding University faculty
constitution was approved by faculty members
in September, and the faculty leadership
council was created in October. The faculty
leadership council is a new faculty-led
organization with the goal of continuing
communication between the administration
and faculty.
The council was prompted by the faculty
constitution update to ensure every faculty
member’s voice is heard. The council meets
once a month, or however often it feels
necessary.
“To me, the most important thing is that
I think it will give faculty more of a voice,”
associate professor of Bible Allen Diles said.
Diles is a member of the new council.
The faculty constitution and bylaws council
began in 2016 and worked for three years
updating the faculty constitution that was
last modified in 1992. Its goal was to find a
way for the faculty to have shared governance
between them and the University, while
recognizing the authority of the board of
trustees, president, provost and academic deans.
The faculty constitution and bylaws committee
include one faculty representative from each
college. Amy Cox, assistant professor of art
and former representative for the College
of Arts and Humanities, touched on the
importance of this process.
“The process was really important, and it
was also important that we get it right because
it does have a direct effect on the future,” Cox
said. “We looked at every change we made

from every angle and thought through what
would be the potential positive in this, and
what could be the potential harm in this.”
Dr. Jenene Alexander, the inaugural
president of the faculty leadership council
and director of professional counseling for
Harding, said she is thrilled to be part of
this council and expressed, through a letter,
her gratitude to have been elected into this
position by the faculty, along with their goals.
“Our goal is to meet with you, to listen, to
serve, to advocate, to have shared collaboration
with our administration as we communicate
faculty needs and perspectives,” Alexander
wrote. “We as a committee recognize the
trust and honor you’ve given us to serve as
your representatives, advocates and liaisons
to our University administration, and we
thank you and commit to you.”
The faculty leadership council consists
of seven members. Alexander; associate
professor of Bible Scott Adair; associate
professor and chair of communication Laurie
Diles; associate professor of business Glen
Metheny; professor and department chair of
computer science Tim Baird; Allen Diles; and
professor of mathematics and assistant dean
of preprofessional programs Deborah Duke.
Provost Marty Spears, chief academic
officer, said he is proud to see the faculty
come together and be a part of the process
of moving the constitution forward and
putting it into action.
“In creating this document, we want
to continue to have a good relationship,”
Spears said. “One of the primary focuses
on the new constitution was to create better
communication.”
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Provost Marty Spears and Kevin Klein lead discussion at the faculty meeting
Oct. 7. Members gathered to discuss the revisions to the faculty constitution.

told not to discuss the Three T’s: Tibet,
Taiwan or Tiananmen Square. Now,
Hong Kong is added to that list.
Accord i n g to CN BC , t he U. S .
already introduced a law to prohibit
those who are employed or sponsored
by the Chinese military from getting
research and student visas.
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Dr. Jim Miller teaches students from Cabot Elementary about the First
Amendment. Miller founded Harding’s chapter of SPJ in 2008 and is
revamping it this year.

Society of Professional
Journalists returns
after inactivity
JESSICA SIMMONS
student writer

The Society of Professional Journalists
(SPJ) has broken a nearly half decade of
inactivity by revamping the organization.
“I’m expecting this year SPJ will have a
strong body behind it,” senior journalism
and French major Alexandra Regida said,
“because it’s going to have strong minds
behind it.”
SPJ is a national organization dedicated
to improving and protecting journalism.
Part of that initiative includes encouraging
student journalism efforts.
On campus and in the community, the
Harding chapter seeks to promote quality
journalism, familiarity with the First
Amendment, and understanding of the
value of journalism in society. This mission
began in 2008, when Dr. Jim Miller, associate
professor of communication, introduced the
campus chapter. In 2014, Miller took over the
time-consuming position of communication
department chair, and the chapter lost
momentum.
This year, Dr. Laurie Diles, associate
professor of communication, has stepped in
as department chair, and Miller is looking
to revamp the chapter.
“We need to let people know why journalism
is valuable and help people understand what
good journalism looks like, because there’s
a lot of bad journalism out there,” Miller
said. “That’s why I believe the Society of
Professional Journalists, as an organization
and our campus chapter, is so valuable.”
SPJ offers students opportunities to attend
national and regional conferences, where they

can submit pieces to competitions and meet
professionals in the field.
“[The campus chapter] is just one way that
I’ve been able to connect a little better with
other people who have a common interest
with myself,” freshman multimedia journalism
major Madison Meyer said. “That way I know
later I’ll have those connections going into
the workforce that may come in handy.”
Last year, the Harding SPJ chapter won
numerous awards for individual reporting
and was a Campus Program of the Year
finalist for teaching the First Amendment
to elementary school students.
“[With SPJ conferences and awards,
people] are not just going to take us more
seriously, but they’ll be more interested in
the communication department,” Regida
said. “Developing as many organizations
and structures as possible will attract
more students in the future, showing
that journalism is a great major, and
with communication you can actually do
something in your life. Maybe SPJ can
be the first step in that.”
The chapter is in the process of electing
officers, and potential activities include more
travel opportunities, working with high school
newspaper programs, hosting journalism
themed movie nights, and fundraising with
food trucks outside the Reynolds.
“I think we can make a difference by
telling things,” Regida said. “As journalists,
or future journalists, we are the voice. We
have the ability to convey something to serve
it to people.”
Students from any major who are interested
in joining SPJ can contact Miller for more
information.
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Sarah Pearce

Little
but loud

What are you laughing at?

Kinsey Stubblefield
Opinions Editor

Guest Writer

G

lobal warming, body image, sexual
orientation, feminism, divorce, antiSemitism, intellectual disability, domestic
terrorism. What do you think this list
represents? Major issues in the upcoming
election? Or maybe the most covered news
topics of 2019?
Did you guess Google image results for
“cringy memes?” If so, maybe you should
take a break from Reddit for a day or two.
But seriously, I’m sure most of us have seen
one or more of these topics “memeified,”
whether or not we went looking. We all
know what’s out there on the internet, and
we all know it can be dark and mean and
kind of grim. The topics listed above are just
the tip of the iceberg.
My question is, why do we laugh at issues
that aren’t funny? There is real evil in the world
— real tragedy and shame and heartbreak.
Maybe we make jokes about it because it’s

easy. Maybe laughing at something sad
makes us feel like it isn’t our problem, or
like it isn’t really a problem at all. I know
I’ve caught myself laughing when I should
be asking, “What can I do to help?” or “Do
I need to make a change?”
Of course, not all memes are bad. Even
some cringy memes fall into the category
of satire, calling us to ask hard questions
and seek societal change. On the other
hand, sometimes there isn’t anything we
can do about an issue but laugh, and that’s
okay. I’m not some radical anti-meme
petitioner. I’m a sucker for a good Arthur
meme like anyone else, and I’ll admit the
groovy Kermit filter got me. What worries
me is when we start laughing at things we
should be mourning.
It’s hard to take injustice seriously when
you’ve spent 10 minutes scrolling through
posts that make fun of it. It’s even harder

to take action on a problem your friend
turned into a “distracted boyfriend” meme.
Is it worth the cry-laugh emojis we get from
a group chat when we share an image that
makes our gut clench a little?
We can do better than this. We don’t
have to laugh at things that aren’t funny, and
we don’t have to use cheap jokes to distract
ourselves from true pain in the world. It’s
worth the effort to recognize what’s wrong
and try to fix it. I really believe that; I have
to.
So, next time you see a meme that makes
your hair stand on end, ask yourself, “Is this
really funny?” and “Is there something I can
do here that’s better than laughing?” Just
be thoughtful. If we all do that, it will be a
step in the right direction.
SARAH PEARCE is a guest
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at spearce1@harding.edu.
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Finding
Harding’s
place
Peri Greene

An opportunity to
move that bus

Beat Reporter

T

win brothers and Harding alumni Kyle
and Kris Thompson have been driving
buses for the Searcy School District since
they were students at Harding, beginning in
2001. Though driving a bus for K-12 schools
may not seem like an ordinary part-time job
for a college student, the brothers loved it, and
still drive for Searcy Schools almost 20 years
later. Kyle, an education major at the time,
said it was beneficial to be around students
he was learning how to teach in his college
classes. He was able to see behaviors and
factors firsthand that would reappear in the
classroom setting once he became a teacher.
Why is this relevant to Harding students
now? Thompson referred me to transportation
director for Searcy Schools, Gary Rieck, in
order to learn where current Harding students
can fit into this story. Rieck explained that
most of their current drivers are retirees and do
an awesome job. However, the transportation
department scrambles when any of the drivers
have to go out of town or on vacation for a
few weeks. Rieck said there are one and a
half open routes to fill already, along with
substitute positions for when drivers have to
be absent, this is where Harding comes in.
Searcy Schools need more bus drivers, and
university students are eligible; they would
be welcomed, even. Any student who is 19
years old can begin the process. The first step,
and the only one that costs money, would
be to purchase the CDL packet from the

staff Emily Nicks

revenue office. After studying the packet,
anyone wanting to continue the process will
need to take the written CDL test at the
Carmichael Community Center in Searcy.
From there, the CDL permit will need to
be brought to the transportation office. The
transportation office will then guide the
interested individual through a few more
steps such as a background check, physical,
drug test, training and finally, the driving
test — all paid for by the transportation
department.
Most morning bus routes leave between
6:50 and 7 a.m., so Harding students could
make it back for their 8 a.m. class if necessary.
In the afternoon, the drivers head out in buses
around 2:50 and are finished with their route
typically by 4:10. The time commitment is
minimal, and students can choose either
morning or afternoon routes — they do not
have to do both.
The material takes time and effort to
learn but is well worth it, according to the
Thompson brothers. For education majors
especially, Kyle said, “You are putting yourself
in situations that are in proximity to your
goals.” Kyle went on to explain that not
only would you be getting to know K-12
students in your community, but also other
adults outside the community who will be
your co-workers and fellow drivers.
The bus opportunity presents the perfect
space for intertwined community. Searcy

Schools need more bus drivers, and students
(especially those interested in education
or coaching) need experience with K-12
students — not to mention the position
pays roughly $49 a day for running both
routes, and half of that for just one route
(morning or afternoon).
Rieck and Kyle explained that assuming
the position of the supervisor and authority
figure in the bus lets college students grow
themselves as people. Bus driving teaches
responsibility, which is helpful in preparing
students, in any major, for whatever their
career may be. “Capitalize on any growth
opportunity that you are given,” reminded
Kyle. For him, buses were one of those
opportunities.
The time commitment runs at just
above two hours a day total — an hour or
a little more on each end. The Thompson
twins show us, still, what an awesome
opportunity the buses are. Unfortunately,
the Thompsons can only fill two routes.
However, joining the brothers is simple,
and it begins at the transportation office
located behind Searcy High School. Searcy
Schools, the Thompsons, Gary Rieck and
ultimately your community invite you to
join them in driving our future.
PERI GREENE is the beat
reporter for The Bison. She may be
contacted at pgreene@harding.edu.

A place to
call home

G

rowing up in a suburb of Houston
meant homecoming and football were
of the utmost importance. Every Friday night
for as long as I could remember, we were at
The Rig in Pearland, Texas, watching the
Pearland High School Oilers battle whatever
unfortunate team had to face us that night. I
loved every part of it, but my favorite Fridays
were homecoming.
Apparently, homecoming is not as big of
a tradition in Arkansas, or anywhere, like it
is in Texas. My freshman year at Harding, I
remember sitting in Cathcart looking at old
pictures of my homecoming mums, telling
my new friends about date proposals that
were only met with mockery.
No one knew what a homecoming
mum was.
Essentially it is a giant bundle of ribbons,
bells, lights, beads, flowers and honestly
whatever else you want to put on it. The
ribbons would say your name and what
extracurriculars you were part of, spelled out
in glittery plastic letters. Created by florists
and Pinterest moms alike, mums were huge
— sizes ranging from a cookie to a bike tire
or larger. On top of that, receiving a mum
and being asked to homecoming was a rite
of passage. If you weren’t asked, you would
just have to ask your mom to get you a mum.
I was no homecoming queen. I was in
the marching band and sang the national
anthem with the show choir at home games,
so I wasn’t asked to homecoming until my
junior year. Cheering on the sidelines with
my crush was a time I thought I would
never forget, but I did. It no longer holds a
special place for me. I feel as if it would be
pretty cringe-worthy for me to return to my
high school for homecoming. When I see
my own nieces wearing mums, I don’t get
sentimental and wish I could go back to the
“good ole days.”
My childhood homecoming has lost its
magic for me.
Here at Harding, however, my love for
homecoming has been revived. Though there
are no giant mums or homecoming date
proposals, the air of anticipation surrounding
the arrival of this weekend is contagious.
Even though I most likely won’t see my
oldest friends of Harding’s past or attend
the football game, I still love experiencing
the pure joy of my peers.
When tailgating, there are alumni everywhere
embracing old friends and parents playing
cornhole with their kids. Harding celebrities
like Dr. McLarty and Dr. Monte Cox will
make appearances at Bison Park to visit their
old buddies or social club tents. It’s a lovely
display of the community Harding maintains
across many generations. I love every part
of it. This year, I am hoping I will see some
unexpected faces and be filled, once again,
by hot dogs and familiar, friendly feelings.
Harding Homecoming is a privilege to be
a small part of. It is a long-standing tradition
that encourages all of us to get to know more
individuals at Harding — past, present and
future. Each year, I love the long lines in town
and that I can’t escape the bustle of campus.
There is something special about homecoming
here, and I cannot wait to one day come
back to the place I called home for the best
years of my life. There is a home for you here,
ready for you to come back whenever you
need after your time at Harding. With each
homecoming, I realize these are the “good
ole days” I will reminisce on and remember
fondly for future homecomings.
KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the
opinions editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at kstubblefield@harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Learning
to swim
Emily Nicks

Editor-in-Chief

Cultivating
home

M

y first home was Austin, Texas.
(Please don’t talk to me about last
weekend’s Texas and Oklahoma game — too
soon.) We lived in a sweet neighborhood. I
remember my fourth birthday party, which
was a princess tea party with fancy dishes and
little mints. I remember when we brought
my first puppy, Pepper, home. I remember
when the spare bedroom became a nursery
for my baby brother.
It was a good home.
My second home was Lamesa, Texas.
We lived just down the street from South
Elementary. I remember strolls home after
school. I remember insisting everyone stay
up all night for my 10th birthday party. I
remember bringing my sister home for the
first time (even though that was delayed
by a car accident on the way back from
the hospital).
It was a good home.
My third home was Canton, Texas. We
lived in a small house next door to a cute
boy, and then we moved to another house
with an awesome backyard. I remember
plastering my bedroom with posters out of
American Girl magazine. I remember my
first boy-girl party. I remember coming home
from a trip to find my mom had adopted
another dog, Sammie.
It was a good home, too.
My most recent home is Searcy, Arkansas.
I’ve lived in a variety of dorms and apartments,
all filled with warm (and a few sad) memories.
I remember practicing Spring Sing moves
in the hallways of Cathcart after curfew.
I remember the nervous excitement that
came with my first open dorm. I remember
quietly finishing a puzzle with my roommate
on a Saturday morning as we drank coffee.

D @ramen_doodles_ Q @ramen.doodles_

Emily Sundermeier
Student Writer

I

’ve always had a fascination with words
and storytelling. Growing up, I would
wake up every Saturday morning with a
stack of pancakes, a copy of my hometown
newspaper and a pen. I vividly remember, much
to the playful teasing of my family, editing
the spelling and grammar errors within that
weekly publication. I’ve been involved in
student journalism, more specifically yearbook,
since seventh grade. I have continued to be
blessed by pursuing that love during my time
on the Petit Jean staff.
As a self-proclaimed grammar and
journalism nerd, I had the opportunity
this past summer to visit the Newseum
in Washington, D.C., and it was the most
perfect, surreal experience I could have been
gifted for my 19th birthday.
The day I visited the Newseum, I
immediately fell in love with everything
the establishment stood for. I was not old
enough to remember the events of 9/11,
yet the exhibit honoring the journalists
who risked their lives alongside first
responders left me with goosebumps for
the rest of the day. Hearing the story of
a man who ran toward a cloud of smoke
as one of the towers began to fall left me

A house is occupied; a
home is cultivated.

feeling somber, opening my eyes to how
passionate journalists are.
I was a wide-eyed sophomore public
relations major in the midst of a museum
dedicated to the art of storytelling. My
family allowed me to have a field day in the
Newseum. I took a glimpse inside a replica
of a newsroom that resembled the one I
worked in last semester. I read stories of the
photographers behind some of the world’s
most iconic photographs. I looked at a wall,
each country of the world color-coded to
represent the freedoms of the press. It was
all wonderful, but I will never forget standing
at the top of the Newseum, staring below at
Pennsylvania Avenue, sandwiched between
the Capitol and the White House.
Visiting the Newseum was hands-down
the highlight of my trip to Washington,
D.C., (although Capital One Arena, home
of the Washington Capitals hockey team,
was a very close second.) This institution
of journalism confirmed my love and
appreciation for journalists and mass
communication professionals; I had indeed
found my calling. I could not wait until
I could visit the D.C. metro area and the
Newseum again.

The communication department takes a trip
before the beginning of each spring semester
to D.C. and New York City, with a visit to the
Newseum as an attraction. After experiencing
the Newseum, and the organized chaos of
Washington, D.C., I could not wait to go back.
Recently, the Newseum announced that
its doors would close for good at the end of
this year. I feel that the timing of its closure
reflects the changing world that is modern
journalism. Front page news stories are
replaced by Twitter moments. Ink and paper
are replaced by pixels on a screen.
The Newseum represents all of the dreams,
hopes and aspirations for journalists. It’s a
place where young, self-proclaimed English
and journalism nerds, such as myself, could
bask in the stories and legacies of worldrenowned storytellers. It is a beacon of light
in a time where the future of print journalism
remains uncertain, and it has gifted thousands
with its message. Final deadline may have
arrived for the Newseum, but for those it has
inspired, the journey has only begun.
EMILY SUNDERMEIER is a student
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at esundermeier@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

– Emily Nicks,
editor-in-chief

By this count, I’ve had four wonderful
places to call home, but that doesn’t feel
quite right. How could I not mention White
River Youth Camp, which was easily the
highlight of every summer? How could I
not include Nebraska or Indiana, the states
that have become synonymous with the
holiday season in my mind? I feel like I
have a whole lot of homes.
What a blessing that is.
I’ve lived in a limited number of houses
and cities. But a home is something that
endures, independent of time. A home is
found within memories, people and growth.
A house is occupied; a home is cultivated.
If you ever experienced a time when
“home” was a negative word, I feel for you.
If you’re enduring that now, I feel for you.
A place like that isn’t a true home, and I’m
sorry you’ve had to experience such a fact.
During our time at college, we have the
opportunity to truly choose whether we
cultivate a home or occupy a space. I don’t
know about you, but I think simply living
somewhere for four years — thinking of it
as a pitstop on the way to better things —
is pretty sad.
Luckily, we have every chance to make
a home right where we are. We do this by
connecting with people, genuinely and
vulnerably. We do it by improving what
was here before, doing our own part toward
making a better future. We cultivate a home
through intentional actions for others and
with others.
When we strive to cultivate a home
rather than occupy a space, especially during
our time at college, we create something
wonderfully long-lasting.
We create something more powerful than
a physical location and something we would
be happy to come home to in the future.
So, here’s to those of you who have come
home to Harding this weekend — and here’s
to those of us setting the foundation for
homecomings in the future.
EMILY NICKS is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be
contacted at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks

The final deadline

Contact Kinsey Stubblefield at kstubblefield@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

W

The man behind Matilda

hen the curtains open on the
Benson stage this weekend, the
Homecoming musical will bring to life the
story of Matilda, a precocious child who
uses her special powers to survive in a world
of awful adults. If the basic premise sounds
familiar, it may be because it’s a staple of
children’s literature. Good-hearted kids
are the heroes, and mean, nasty grown-ups
get their comeuppance.
While some writers exploit this theme
to pander to their young readers, not all of
them do. In fact, Matilda herself springs
from the pen of the most unsentimental
and delightfully macabre of children’s
authors, a man who showed that people
of all ages can be either decent or rotten.
A man who talked up to kids and who
was one of the architects of my childhood.
The Welsh-born Roald Dahl was an
ace fighter pilot during World War II and
later one of the most successful authors of
all time. A boyhood incident in a candy
store — where he was caned by a tyrannical
schoolmaster for putting a dead mouse
in a jar of gobstoppers — was, to say the
least, a formative experience.
I was a senior in high school when
Roald Dahl died in 1990, and a long time
had passed since I had picked up one of
his books. But his eccentric novels were a
critical part of my education, giving me an
early appreciation for quirky British humor.
I read them over and over — dreaming
of tunneling underground with the foxes,
sailing the ocean in a giant peach, and
soaring into outer space in the great glass
elevator.
After all, Mr. Dahl is the writer who
gave us the unhinged candy-maker Willy
Wonka and his rhyming Oompa-Loompas.
Yes, the story centers on the good-natured

runs afoul of three cantankerous farmers:
Boggis, Bunce and Bean. Vowing to kill
the thief but too lazy to give chase, these
dolts set up camp at his foxhole with rifles
aimed at the opening.
So, our hero simply devises an elaborate
Michael Claxton network of underground tunnels leading
Narrative Columnist straight into the chicken coops of messieurs
Bean, Bunce and Boggis — robbing them
Charlie Bucket. But when it comes to
blind while they sit, year-round, waiting
showing how gleefully awful children can
by the foxhole.
be, few can match Roald Dahl.
As a child I sympathized with the clever
Augustus Gloop — the glutton named
underdog outwitting the grownups. Now,
for a Roman emperor. Violet Beauregarde
sadly, the tables have turned, and moles
— the insufferable gum addict. Veruca
have created the same tunnel system under
Salt — the kind of spoiled brat who could
my house. If I did not have a full-time job,
easily be rubbed into a wound. Mike
I would be sitting beside the molehill day
Teevee — the embodiment of what has
and night with a rifle. That is, if I had a rifle.
been wrong with every media-soaked
Only recently have I discovered “The
8-year-old from 1948 to the present. And
BFG,” written by Dahl in 1982. I don’t
get this — Wonka lures them all into his
know how I missed it at age 10, except to
chocolate factory to be tortured in bizarre,
say that in those days I was deep into a Star
sugar-coated ways.
Wars mania that blocked out everything
Millions of adults are still trying to
else. But I watched the 2016 film for the
explain to their therapists why they loved
first time just a few weeks ago and was
all this so much as kids.
enchanted by the tale of a Big Friendly
But even when he relied on more
Giant, who rescues a girl from being eaten
traditional archetypes of the pure child
by his not-so-friendly giant neighbors.
mistreated by horrid relatives, Dahl never
While good always triumphs at the end
played by the rules. Hence the story of
of his books, I loved that the Welsh author’s
“James and the Giant Peach,” where sweet
crazy landscape was populated with oddballs
little James is the victim of two terrible
of every age, and with wonderful words like
aunts — wickedly named Spiker and Sponge
“scrumdiddlyumptious,” “snozzcumbers”
— who refuse to let him have any fun. He
and “Vermicious Knids.” So, as you cheer
makes up for lost time, though, when he
on little Matilda in her battles with the
hitches a ride on a strangely mobile giant
wicked Miss Trunchbull, be sure to give
peach, along with a caterpillar, a ladybug,
a wink to that line in the program that
a spider and more.
says, “Based on the novel by Roald Dahl.”
Dahl had fun with talking animals,
never more so than in “The Fantastic Mr.
Fox,” a book I remember listening to my MICHAEL CLAXTON is the narrative
teacher read aloud. All Mr. Fox wants to columnist for The Bison. He can be
do is to grab a bite of food, but he soon contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicks@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Encouraging
Enthusiasm
Todd Gray

Head Sports Editor

F

Mobile home

or any team, it’s tough to lose at home.
At home games, you expect tons of
support and energy from the stadium to help
you walk away with a win, but this wasn’t
the case for the Los Angeles Chargers last
Sunday, Oct. 13. The Chargers were defeated
24-17 on their home turf by the Pittsburgh
Steelers in a stadium that was filled almost
entirely with Steelers fans.
To make matters worse, the person in
charge of the music for the stadium played
“Renegade” by Styx, which is a popular
song played at many Steelers games. The
song was interrupted halfway through by
the song “Never Gonna Give You Up” by
Rick Astley as an attempt at a practical joke
on Steelers fans.
Chargers fans and players were confused
as “Renegade” played over the speakers,
as they knew this was a song used by the
Steelers in their home games. Chargers
running back Melvin Gordon said,“I don’t
know what that was. Don’t do that at our
own stadium … It already felt like it was
their stadium … I don’t understand that.”
The Steelers felt confident and comfortable,
because this was no longer an away game;
this was a home game. This is a really
extreme example of something that I find
important in life. It is so important to be
able to feel at home.
When I was in third grade, I participated
in the thrilling sport of little league baseball,
and my mom was always my biggest fan.
She would scream from the crowd, “That’s
my baby!” and whistle and clap and cheer
at the top of her lungs. My face would turn
red, and I remember wishing I could change
my name and move to an unnamed country
when this would happen, but deep down it
was nice to have someone cheering for me.
As I participated in so many other things
growing up, the thing I loved most was
theatre. It was something that I was proud
of. My mom was still my biggest fan as she
would come to every performance, even if it
had been her 14th time seeing the show. She
would also always have something to give
me after the show, whether it was a rose, a
card, a bag of popcorn or a hug. This meant
the world to me, because even if I wasn’t
the lead role, I knew my performance was
appreciated by my mom.
A few months after coming to Harding,
I landed the role of Clarence in “It’s a
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play,”and I
remember being so excited about it being
my first college production. Out of the
several show dates we had, my mom was
only able to come to one. I really enjoyed
getting to see her that first night, but the
other nights were really hard for me as other
cast members were being greeted by their
friends and family, and I awkwardly waved
at the occasional person I knew.
It was in moments like those where I felt
like I wasn’t playing in my home stadium.
However, as more productions were put on, I
developed really close friendships with other
students at Harding, and they came to my
performances. Even though I wasn’t greeted
with roses or cards, they were there for me,
and they took time to see something I had
done. They made me feel at home.
Homecoming weekend is such a beautiful
experience for so many reasons, and I think
the most important thing is found in the
word homecoming itself. A home isn’t the
place where you live, as there are many people
who don’t feel at peace where they live now.
Home is the community and the people in
your life who are there to support you. Home
is where your conversations with friends can
last for hours, but you can’t spend more than
two hours in a car with your family. Home
isn’t a place, it’s a group of people who are
truly present in your life.
As you go throughout this Homecoming
weekend, watch the musical, attend the
football games and meet new family. Let’s
make this campus a home field for everyone.

TODD GRAY is the head sports
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at tgray3@harding.edu.

Searcy, Ark., 72149

House of Huckeba
Harding dedicates field house to
former head football coach

The Huckeba Field House is currently used for Harding Bison football practice. Construction on the field house
Photo by RYANN HEIM
was completed in June.
and players through the years.”
TODD GRAY
head sports editor
Current Head Football Coach Paul
Simmons wasn’t just a player for Huckeba, but
After winning a Division II National also worked for him as a graduate assistant.
Championship, having a 69-40 coaching Simmons loved the fire and passion Huckeba
record and earning a Gulf South Conference had, not only for the team, but for Christ.
Coach of the Year award, former Harding
“It was very important to him to model
football head coach Ronnie Huckeba passed Christ,” Simmons said. “He wanted to
the hat to former Bison football player and teach things such as how a man should treat
graduate assistant Paul Simmons in 2017. his wife and how a man should father his
To honor Huckeba and his legacy, current children. He was intentional in teaching us
and former players, alumni and friends of this. The biggest and most important thing
the Harding football program fully funded a for him was to be a man of God.”
field house named after the former head coach
This is a great way to
set to be formally dedicated this weekend.
The field house includes a 77,146-squarehonor him and also a way
foot facility, with a 133-yard Hellas turf field
to honor all his fellow
and large lobby, complete with photographs
teammates, coaches and
and displays that tell the story and history
of Bison football.
players through the years.
Photo courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY
Athletic director Jeff Morgan was asked
–
Jeff
Morgan,
in an interview for the Harding sports
Ronnie Huckeba was head football coach
athletic director
page about the stadium while it was being
for the Bison football team from 2007constructed in February. He said the field
Huckeba now lives in northwest Arkansas,
2016. He played as an offensive lineman
house was a great way to commemorate the and said he is happy to be back on Harding’s
for the Bison team from 1973-1976,
Huckeba legacy.
campus for Homecoming weekend. When
and then went on to serve as assistant
“Naming the facility after Coach Huckeba he found out earlier in the year that the field
coach for 21 seasons prior to taking the
is a great tribute to him and the investment house was going to be dedicated to him, he
position of head coach in 2007. Three
and influence he has had on Bison football said he felt honored.
of Huckeba’s last four Harding teams
for most of his life,” Morgan said. “Being a
“I feel very humbled and grateful,” Huckeba
have reached the postseason. In 2012
player, assistant coach and head coach covers said. “I am sure most people that have been
and 2014, Harding reached the NCAA
many years of great service and lifelong honored in such a way feel undeserving of
Division II playoffs, and in 2013, the
work. Coach Huckeba has been a great being blessed like this, and I would say that
Bisons won the Texarkana Live United
teacher, mentor and coach for many. This this describes me for sure. Bottom line is
Bowl. In 2010, Huckeba was the Gulf
is a great way to honor him and also a way that it is a tremendous honor for me and
South Conference Coach of the Year.
to honor all his fellow teammates, coaches my family and I am very, very thankful.”

Lady Bison cheerleaders prep their pep
Harding University cheerleaders get ready for
Homecoming weekend game
EMILY SUNDERMEIER
student writer

Preparations for Homecoming weekend
have been underway since the beginning
of the school year. For the Harding cheer
team, preparing for a season of cheering on
the Bisons began by moving onto campus
one week before everyone else. Since that
1st week, they have rehearsed cheers, stunts
and tumbling skills to perform during the
year, especially at Homecoming.

Junior Rachel Frost has been cheering for
the Bisons for three years. She said the team
typically practices four hours per week, but
practices prior to Homecoming weekend last
longer in order to prepare since it is such a
special time on campus.
“Homecoming is a neat time to integrate
people who have made Harding into what it is
today with current students, and I think that
is really special,” Frost said. “It’s obviously
about the game, but it’s also about the pep
rally and tailgates and the Homecoming

Photo by RYANN HEIM

Junior Carson Arnett cheers on the Bison football team at the Henderson
State game. The Bison football team went on to win 14-13.

musical, and there’s a lot going on on campus
that weekend. One of our main jobs as
cheerleaders is to get the student body and
the community of Harding to support and
cheer on the Bisons, and that’s part of what
makes Homecoming such an exciting time.”
Junior Kaci Mason said cheerleading has
evolved through the years at Harding, and
Homecoming gives the current cheerleading
team members a chance to socialize and
learn from cheer alumnae who return for
the weekend. She also said visiting with
cheer alumnae reflects on how the sport
has grown at Harding.
“Homecoming is really great, especially
for cheerleaders, since the alumnae come
back and tell us how great we’re doing,”
Mason said. “It’s cool to see how cheer has
evolved, since it hasn’t always been the way
it’s been, especially at Harding. It used to
just be cheering in general, but now our
tumbling has gotten more intense, and our
stunts make it the sport that it is.”
Sophomore Hadley McDaniel said while
people may not see the hard work and effort
that goes into what the cheerleaders do, all
of the team’s hard work pays off.
“People don’t think it takes that much
time to prepare for the things that we do
on the sidelines,” McDaniel said. “We try
to practice enough to where we do these
stunts that are multiple layers high and
people think are easy [to perform]. It’s fun
to get to show the crowd what we’ve worked
really hard for and make it look really easy
and effortless.”
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HERE
COMES THE
BOOM

Photo by ELENA FENNER

Freshman Amanda Brown shows off her Instagram account
at First Security Stadium. Brown decided to try and spark
student participation at Harding athletic events.

Harding freshman creates Instagram
account for student section
RACHEL MCCURRY
assistant copy editor
Fre s h m a n A m a n d a B ro w n p l a n s
to change the game when it comes to
supporting Harding sports. Within the first
few weeks of her time at Harding, Brown
took the lead in creating an Instagram page
to spread excitement for Harding sports
events. Brown announces themes for the
student section at football games on the
@HUBisonBoom page, which has been
recognized by Harding’s digital media
director, students and football players.
Brown got the idea to increase student
attendance and spirit at football games
when she went to the Code Black Pep
Rally Sept. 12. At the pep rally, senior
Lew Knapp was having a dance-off with
a freshman football player when Brown
stepped in.
“Suddenly she came out of nowhere
and killed it,” Knapp said. “Her and I then
proceeded to dance like no other.”
After Brown showed her spirit at the
pep rally, players on the Lady Bisons

basketball team approached her and said
her spirit was needed in the stands. Brown
wanted to show her support this semester,
and knowing there needed to be greater
student involvement at football games,
she decided to take her talent straight to
the stadium.
S e n i o r d e f e n s i ve l i n e m a n D y l a n
Hampton said players notice excitement
from the stands.
“Usually when [the students] are all
together, we can hear it,” Hampton said.
When Brown went to football games
at the beginning of the semester, she
noticed a lack of student attendance and
spirit. Brown said she used to be involved
in sports, so she knows the importance of
cheering for classmates. For her, building
the Bison Boom student section became
an important project.
“When I came to Harding, I wanted to
make my mark,” Brown said. “I thought
this would be a great way, and just getting
to know people. And I love athletes — I
used to be an athlete; I was in sports. I
understand being cheerful and being proud

Season Schedule

Harding Basketball Preview

Women’s Basketball
Nov. 8 - Big Red Classic
vs Emporia State
Nov. 9 - Big Red Classic
vs Missouri Southern State
Nov. 15 - Angelo State
Nov. 21 - Arkansas Monticello
Nov. 23 - Southern Arkansas

Men’s Basketball
Nov. 8 - Big Red Classic
vs Minot State
Nov. 9 - Big Red Classic
vs St. Cloud State
Nov. 12 - Champion Christian
College
Nov. 16 - Dallas Christian College
Nov. 21 - Arkansas Monticello

and cheering on your classmates. So I just
wanted to bring that here.”
The Bison Boom Instagram has gained
more than 250 followers since it was created
Sept. 17. Brown posts game times, theme
nights and giveaways on the page. The
account caught the attention of Hannah
Owens, Harding’s director of digital media.
When Owens learned about Brown’s
Instagram account and student section
leadership, she scheduled a meeting with
her. When they met, Owens saw that
Brown had the skill set, talent and fresh
perspective required to engage student
involvement.
“It’s organic,” Owens said. “It’s just more
natural when other students are promoting
something or rallying around something.
That’s what makes it cool, or that’s what
makes it good to jump on — more so than
the University saying, ‘Hey, this is cool.’”
Brown said she plans to continue to
promote student sections at other sporting
events in semesters to come. Follow
@HUBisonBoom for updates.

Men’s and women’s teams prepare for upcoming season
WILL ALLEN
student writer
Harding men’s and women’s basketball
is underway with both teams hoping to
stay focused and on top of their games.
Both teams have begun regular practice
to develop skills and team dynamics.
Senior guard Peyton Padgett said her
focus this season is improvement for herself
as a player and for her team.
“My main goal this season is to win games
playing at a high level and continuing to
better myself and my teammates each day,”
Padgett said. “I get to play with people who
value me as more than a basketball player
but as a person. All of my teammates want

to see me grow both on and off the court.”
Women’s Head Basketball Coach Tim
Kirby said the team wants to compete to
the best of their ability every game.
“We didn’t have any seniors last year,
and we brought in five new players,” Kirby
said. “We go in to every season with a clean
slate. Our players know our expectations, so
we don’t really worry about anything. We
just want to work hard and do it together.”
The opening matchup for Harding
men’s basketball will be at Arkansas State
in Jonesboro beginning at 7:00 p.m. on
Oct. 30.
According to Head Coach Jeff Morgan,
strengths for the men’s team are that they

are young, have great size and have depth.
With the regular season quickly approaching,
Morgan emphasized how playing together
will only challenge the team to mature and
improve on the court.
“As a team, our main goal is always to
work in such a way to become the best
possible team we can have for that year,”
Morgan said. “To commit to the process and
allow the results to take care of themselves,
and I believe this team has the opportunity
to have a really fun year as a team because
of our chemistry and love for each other. I
believe it can be a team that can continue
to grow throughout the year and improve
each day.”

Homecoming

Edition

Tia Stone

Clay Beason

Zoe Hardin

Wes Rhoten

Klay Bartee

cross country (’97-’01)

football (’92-’95)

volleyball (’15-’19)

football (’91-’95)

football (’77-’82)

What was the best class
you ever had?

American
government and
civics

A class on the
teachings of the
Apostle Paul

Advanced food
science

Anatomy and
physiology with
Coach Phillips

Zoology with Dr.
Bill Rushton

What was your dream job
when you were little?

Flight attendant

A teacher

Astronaut or
Target cashier

Professional
bass fisherman

U.S. Army
Ranger special
ops

What was your favorite
Halloween costume?

A running
Dorothy Gale

Indiana Jones

Tin Man

Bigfoot

The Mummy

What was your favorite
book growing up?

“Gone with the
Wind”

“Old Yeller”

“Diary of a
Wimpy Kid”

The Bible

“The Education
of Little Tree”
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Seniors remain just as involved as ever
even with new marriage

KINSEY
STUBBLEFIELD
opinions editor
After getting married in July, seniors Clay and Amelia
Lewis are making an effort to remain as active as ever in
extracurricular activities such as University athletics and social
club leadership instead of secluding themselves into their
married life. Their schedules can be hectic at times, but the
Lewises said they make it work with honest communication.
The couple said they grew up knowing God had set
them aside for one another. In their third-grade class,
Amelia said her heart dropped when she saw Clay for the
first time. Through their elementary and high school years,
they remained friends yet continued to pursue one another.
That is, until their sophomore year, when a mission trip to
Nicaragua changed everything. Without knowing, they
both ended up there. From then on, they were inseparable.
After that fateful trip, they officially started dating their
junior year of high school and have been together ever since.

Photo by RYANN HEIM

Seniors Amelia and Clay Lewis sit on a Harding swing on the front lawn. The two got married in
July and headed back to school as newlyweds still determined to participate in campus life.
Their friends and teammates are 100% supportive of
their marriage. They respect Amelia and Clay’s ability to be
independent and still a unit. All their friends understand
the time the couple needs to be with one another.
“Clay is disciplined by nature, and does well juggling
his busy schedule,” senior Carter Bramlett said as a friend
to the couple. “He is obviously devoted to his wife, and is
still able to be involved in the club … I think he is wise
and shows great maturity in his marriage. In spite of his
chaotic life, I know his wife feels loved and cared for.”

I had always seen potential in [Clay], of
who he was and why I loved him, but on
that mission trip, I saw that lived out
and that he was a man of God. So, we fell
in love on that mission trip. Hard.
–Amelia Lewis,
senior

“That whole time leading up to the mission trip, I had
been praying for my future husband,” Amelia said. “I had
always seen potential in [Clay], of who he was and why I
loved him, but on that mission trip, I saw that lived out
and that he was a man of God. So, we fell in love on that
mission trip. Hard.”
They shared sports, homecomings, church events and
much more, and they both agreed the last two years of high
school were the best. The next stop for them was college,
which didn’t matter to their relationship. The couple was
confident that, regardless of where they attended, their
relationship would remain strong.
Clay was the first to decide to come to Harding. Amelia
played soccer, and she had many offers from other universities
to play, but, as Clay said, “The stars aligned for her to come
to Harding.”

I knew, when we started dating
again, I wanted this to be it.
When she went to Africa, that’s
when I started to realize that I
was ready for us to be one.
– Clay Lewis,
senior

said. “I knew, when we started dating again, I wanted this
to be it. When she went to Africa, that’s when I started to
realize that I was ready for us to be one. Then when she
got back, some family situations happened that made me
say ‘I’m ready, it’s time,’” Clay said.

Spending senior year as a married couple didn’t discourage
Clay and Amelia from continuing in the activities they had
already loved at Harding. Rather, the couple has chosen
to continue all these things — together.

Now Clay is vice president of men’s social club TNT,
and Amelia is a queen for TNT and a member of women’s
social club Zeta Rho. She also plays on the Harding women’s
soccer team. Even through their busyness and schedules,
they prioritize their ability to communicate and maintain
their independence in other communities. Marriage is
something both are excited about and love being able to
come home to each other at the end of the day.

During their first few years, they got to know each
other in a whole new setting with new communities and
challenges. They said that almost anything and everything
hard or praiseworthy, they have been through together. They
grew into young adults and fell even more in love despite
their new season and schedules.
“I actually got to watch the man that I prayed for grow
into the man I prayed for,” Amelia said. “I watched him
change and become a man of God.”
Marriage was a topic the couple discussed from the
beginning of their relationship. In fall 2018, Clay proposed
after some family hardships, knowing that Amelia was the
person he wanted to spend life with — and they didn’t want
any more time to go by.
“Getting married and doing life together has been a
conversation we have had since high school, honestly,” Clay

Photos courtesy of AMELIA AND CLAY LEWIS

The Lewises celebrate on their wedding day.
The couple dated since their middle school
years, shown through these photos.
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RYANN HEIM
head photographer

1. Get ahead on your homework for the week. Lock yourself in your room and
get as much of it done as possible. You’ll be so happy you did when the chaos of
Club Week starts.
2. Stop by GoodWill, Dirt Cheap, Walmart and Dollar Tree for anything you can
find in your club colors. The best funky pants and all the club paint colors will run
out quickly.
3. Don’t be embarrassed to go all out. Paint your whole face, carry around the club
flag and cheer your loudest for your new club. The more you invest in your club,
the more you’ll get out of it.
4. Be mindful — of your suite, your friends and even the deans. Keep all of your club
stuff in your own corner and try to clean up your paint. Hug your friends and ask
them how they’re really doing.
5. Keep the glitter to a minimum. Nobody wants to clean up after you.
6. Get to know your club brothers/sisters. You’ll have to know their names, so you
might as well find out the best ways to love and care for them during this tough week.
7. Don’t be afraid to laugh at yourself about all the silly things you’re doing; Club
Week can get crazy. Don’t take yourself or the old members too seriously. We’re all
just college students dressing up in crazy colors and yelling our heads off.
8. Clubs are such a fun experience, but they aren’t mandatory. Choose to be a part
of what you’re doing. This week won’t be easy and breezy, but if you go in with a
positive attitude, you’ll gain so much.
9. Remember your value comes from the Lord. Clubs are a great way to meet
people and be a part of unique experiences, but they do not define you. Pray for
rest and peace going into a crazy week.

Photos courtesy of THE PETIT JEAN

Mythbusters: Bison Edition
Does the ‘15 minute rule’ exist?
DANIELA CUELLAR
student writer

Graphic by AVERY TILLET

Third Culture Kids find
community at Harding

by a country that was not their country
of citizenship. This includes military kids,
international adoptees and kids who may
Many students find it hard to adjust to still have parents in the field. According to
college, but some have a harder time than Bailey, their goal is to reach anyone who
others. Retired missionary Sam Shewmaker feels like they would belong in this kind of
decided to make it an easier process for community.
students who grew up in the missionary
“Every college student struggles with
field to find each other and be able to talk homesickness,” Bailey said. “But when it’s
about their shared experiences.
not just the people or places you left behind,
“The main struggle is finding purpose,” but foods, smells, languages and cultures, it
senior Aaron Koonce said. “We’ve gotten to becomes that much more difficult.”
see God heal and transform lives in a most
Students in this group focus mainly on
dramatic fashion. So now what do we do? giving each other a sense of understanding
How do we continue to
that there are people
We’ve gotten to see God on campus who feel the
be missionaries here?
The students in the heal and transform lives in same way and can share
group, Third Culture
advice on how they’ve
Kids, meet together a most dramatic fashion. gotten through tough
for community and eat
So now what do we do? situations. It also aims to
dinner at one of the
be a space where they feel
leader’s houses. Usually
immersed in their home
– Aaron Koonce,
the food is something
cultures again.
senior
culturally inspired, such
“Some, maybe not all,
as Brazilian stroganoff
may have a sense of not belonging in this
or African curry. The food is a catalyst for society, and they may have doubts about how
conversation about their home cultures and they may be able to fit in here,” Shewmaker
their unique experiences.
said. “We believe these students, because
“This group was started as a sort of safe of their perspective, have a lot that they
haven for third culture kids like me who felt can contribute to bless the wider Harding
like they don’t belong,” freshman Trey Bailey, community.”
a member of Third Culture Kids, said. “It was
Group members said they want other
started so that we could build a community students at Harding to know that there’s a
and blow off some steam, and to take refuge place for everyone, and they invite anyone
from American life for a while.”
who may be experiencing feelings of not
This community is not just for missionary belonging after arriving in a new culture to
kids, but for anyone who grew up influenced find a place with them.
KASSIDY BARDEN
student writer

When a professor doesn’t show up to
class, it doesn’t take long for students to
start questioning when they can leave. A
common statement that will undoubtedly
be thrown around is, “If they don’t show
up in 15 minutes, we can leave.” According
to the chairs of several departments at
Harding, however, there is no such policy.
Dr. Brad Miller, chair of the department
of engineering and physics, said this rule
does not exist in his department. According
to him, students should wait a few minutes
before leaving the classroom.
“I think it’s common courtesy to wait
for a few minutes in the classroom if the
professor is late in case something unforeseen
came up,” Miller said. “As for how long to
wait, I guess it’s up to the student.”
Dr. Monte Cox, dean of the College
of Bible and Ministry, said this rule has
been college lore on many campuses. As
far as he knows, however, no such policy
has been implemented. He also says this
should not be happening often on campus.
“Our teachers should never be late to
class without an explanation,” Cox said.
“A teacher who is consistently late to class
would not keep their job for long.”

Junior Anna Unate said she did not
know what to do when one of her professors
showed up 20 minutes late for class.
“I was in a class where my professor
was late, and we were all wondering if we
should leave or keep waiting,” Unate said.
“Most of the class ended up leaving after
exactly 15 minutes.”
Even though this rule is not official, some
students and professors think it should be
a policy campus-wide.
“I think it would be reasonable to have a
policy regarding this issue so that we know
what to do in those situations,” Unate said.
Hannah Owens, an adjunct professor
with the department of communication,
says that if students are expected to be on
time for class, professors should be too.
Aside from wasting time, this can also
be a monetary issue.
Senior Shayla Herrington said she
thinks a stated rule about this could help
both students and faculty in the long run.
“We are paying a lot of money to be
here, so I think it should be expected for
professors to always be on time, just like we
are expected to do the same,” Herrington
said. “I think the 15 minute rule should be
put into place so that we could all be held
accountable — students and professors alike.”
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Students in Jason Darden’s Bible class arrive on time on Tuesday, Oct. 15.
Many students have questioned the validity of the “15 minute rule,” which
states that students can leave if the professor has not arrived 15 minutes
past class time.
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EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
From the show’s conception in the spring semester
to planning sessions in the summer to countless hours
poured into the first nine weeks of school, the making of
“Matilda” has been a complex process all leading up to
tonight’s opening performance. With over 50 students
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and faculty members contributing to the show in some
way, “Matilda” is finally ready to shine.
From start to finish, everyone involved has been
focused on creating a show filled with joy and imagination.
“We prayed together when we first got together, and
I said, ‘This is my goal: I want to tell this story, and I
want it to be such a good process, and I want to keep
the joy,’” director and assistant professor of theatre

Dottie Frye said. “I really believe that if the process is
positive and encouraging … if that happens in rehearsal,
the product will take care of itself. And that’s what we
are working toward.”
Members of the production agreed that the process
has certainly been a positive one, from conception to
curtain call. Read on to learn more about the making
of “Matilda.”

The Set
The story of “Matilda” revolves around imagination and
stories of wonder as told through a child’s eyes, therefore
engaging visual elements were a critical component from
the beginning.
According to set designer Britton Lynn, professor of
theatre, the set had to be creative to account for a story that
includes many changing scenes. He said every story location
is visible onstage for the duration of the show, with lighting
techniques and creative placement making clear when the
story has moved to a new scene.
“Matilda loves to read … and a lot of the action of the
story centers around her time in the library,” Lynn said. “We
decided that we would give the actors a library of props to
use to tell the story. So the set is a two-story collection of
shelves that all of the props live on.”
With a library of props displayed across the stage, Lynn
said the set design is completely different from the past several
Homecoming musicals in which the design was streamlined
and simplified as much as possible. With “Matilda,” however,
there was a need to keep everything out in the open in order
to make the show work for Harding.
“Right now the Benson is fairly limited in what we can
actually do,” Lynn said. “So this has been kind of creatively
cluttering up the space … And kind of making it look cluttered
but also look interesting so you can actually see everything
that’s on stage is the big challenge in this type of design.”
In addition to using one of the largest sets in recent years,
“Matilda” is employing several other elements to add to the
youthfulness of the show. Frye said audience members should
be on the lookout for scooters, over 20 LED screens and
four swings hanging from the rafters. Lynn said the entire
set was constructed by 40-50 people throughout the process,
and viewers will certainly never run out of places to look.
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Senior Sarah Arbuckle, crew member
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Senior Evan Chesney, hair and makeup

Ensemble school children perform “Revolting Children.” The annual homecoming musical is “Matilda.”
Photo by RYANN HEIM

The Characters

With a cast of over 30 members playing characters from
wicked Miss Trunchbull to joyfully rebellious schoolchildren,
“Matilda” showcases a plethora of dynamic personalities.
Members of both the cast and crew said one of the
interesting challenges of Harding’s production of “Matilda”
was creating a show largely centered around children with no
child actors — every child is played by a college student. This
affected everything from vocal coaching to choreography.
“I just want to think about what would a kid do or what
would they look like?” senior choreographer Madison Ceurter
said. “What would their mannerisms look like?”
Senior Rebecca Light stars as Matilda, and the 4’10’’
actress said tapping into a childlike energy was a lot of
fun. Through the process of transforming into the show’s
namesake character, Light said she has learned about herself.
“Matilda has kind of proved to me I am capable, because
she’s so small and in a terrible place in life, but because of her
bravery and her wisdom and her love and inclusiveness of
everyone, it’s taught me I can be brave,” Light said. “I can be
smart. I can use my talents for good and for helping others.”
In contrast to the endearing children, “Matilda” boasts
over-the-top characters designed to be disliked, such as
Miss Trunchbull and Matilda’s parents, the Wormwoods.
assistant professor of music Laura Eads said she’s always
had a dream of playing the headmaster, and was delighted
to be cast as Miss Trunchbull after auditioning.
Eads has played many characters through her years of
music and opera experience, but she said Trunchbull is
easily the meanest character she’s ever portrayed. She said
she tried to act in a way to showcase the character’s crazy
side in addition to her mean spirit.
“There are definitely things where she’s just straight-on
mean, and it’s hard to do,” Eads said. “It’s emotionally hard
to do that four hours a night, because that’s not really my
nature. It’s been a real challenge in a good way.”
Along with choreography and acting choices, the
characters’ personas shine through their hair, makeup and
costumes. Costume designer Katy White said seven students
have been hard at work pulling everything together, which
includes over 400 separate costume pieces.
Senior Evan Chesney serves as hair and makeup designer
and dresser, and he said choices in a character’s style help
indicate who they are. He specifically recounted the process
of styling the tacky wig worn by Mrs. Wormwood, who is
played by senior Ava Galyean.
“Styling Ava’s wig was probably the most fun part,
because I got to have a lot of fun styling it and making it
big,” Chesney said. “So that was entertaining.”
The final piece of creating the characters of “Matilda” is
one the cast has been working on for a while: singing and
speaking with British accents. Vocal coach Stacey Neely,
adjunct professor of music, said this skill came more easily
to some than others, causing some laughter and a lot of hard
work to get to a good place with the accents.
“It’s been an entertaining challenge for us to try to get
that consistent,” Neely said. “And I think they’re going to
do pretty well.”

“Matilda” relies heavily on the ensemble to progress the story.
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Assistant professor Laura Eads, Miss Trunchbull
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Senior Rebecca Light, Matilda

The Story
When the rights to “Matilda” became available for
usage, Frye said the department of theatre applied within
30 minutes for the opportunity to put on a show she has
always imagined. Frye loved the chance to direct a show
relying heavily on ensemble work, a theatre technique she
has always enjoyed.
Even more than the style, however, those involved in
the making of “Matilda” have loved the story and message
it embodies.
“Every child is valuable,” Frye said. “In ‘Matilda,’ her
parents don’t recognize what a beautiful gift she is, and
somehow she still manages to shine and grow. Ultimately
she does find a place where she’s loved and … there’s healing
that goes on all the way around. I love the story.”
When asked what audience members could look forward
to about “Matilda,” senior Drew Holley, who plays Mr.
Wormwood, said it’s up to the viewer.
“It’s a very big imagination show, so I guess what you’re
looking forward to is just anything you could imagine,” Holley
said. “It’s about what it’s like to be a kid again.”
“Matilda” will be performed in Benson Auditorium
tonight and Saturday at 8 p.m. Tickets can be bought online
at hardingtickets.universitytickets.com or at the door.
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From defensive line to curtain call
Senior puts down helmet and steps into the
spotlight after sports-related injuries prevent
him from playing
PERI GREENE
beat reporter
When auditions for the Homecoming
musical rolled around last spring, a face
unfamiliar to the theatre department showed
up onstage. However, director and assistant
professor of theatre Dottie Frye, this year’s
director, recognized the smile. It belonged
to Toni Montez, who was in Frye’s theatre
appreciation class that semester.
Montez has been very involved in other
things around campus during his time at
Harding that look a little different than
theatre. He started playing for the football
team his freshman year, but due to back-toback concussions last fall and spring, he is
unable to play his senior season. Learning
he would not be able to play football while
he was taking Frye’s theatre appreciation
class, Montez made the decision to step
out and try something in which he had no
prior experience — a musical — and the
Homecoming musical at that.
Though Montez is highly involved in
various extracurriculars on campus that keep
him busy, such as being a double major in
accounting and information systems, student
coaching for the football team, helping
with study hall for the team and serving as
the devotion director for men’s social club
Titans, he saw an opportunity for growth
through trying something totally foreign to
him. Though the absence of playing football
opened his eyes to the opportunity of being
in the musical, Montez was intrigued by
the idea largely because of Frye’s theatre
appreciation class and her spirit.
“In class, she made a point that theatre
was the most popular organization on
campus, or at least the most well-attended,”
Montez said. “After hearing about its impact
and seeing behind-the-scenes features such

as set design and costumes, he decided he
would give it a try.
Montez said he has been inspired by
Frye’s energy, intentionality and contagious
kindness throughout the process, and Frye has
been thrilled to have him in her cast as well.
“He is just a good guy,” Frye said. “He was
wonderful in class and interested.”
Frye mentioned Montez to another
football player and explained he had been
such a bright spot in her class. The player
responded, “Toni Montez? Yeah, he’s the
real deal.” Senior offensive linemen Braden
Hood has been a friend of Montez’s since
freshman year.
“It is really beneficial for the team to have
Toni helping out, especially to see how he
handles his time so well,” Hood said.
Hood said he was not surprised when he
heard that Montez was doing the musical,
because he said Montez is just that kind of
guy — always making the most of his time,
and being involved.
Montez said some aspects of participating
in the musical have felt like the culture shock,
but he found common ground between the
football team and the theatre as it pertains to
work ethic. Also, similar to the team aspect
of a football program, the cast helps each
other out, which Montez appreciates.
“They take me under their wing when I
have no idea what is going on,” Montez said.
“They’ve been so patient with me.”
However, according to junior cast member
Holden Montgomery, being patient with
Montez has not been difficult at all.
“We love Toni so much because he’s not
who we usually get to be around,” Montgomery
said. “In a really good way — being a football
player — he is different than what we were
used to, and it’s just very refreshing.”
“I don’t think it ever hurts to meet new
people,” Montez said.
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80 Years of Ko Jo Kai

Women’s social club Ko Jo Kai (KJK)
is celebrating its 80th anniversary this
Homecoming weekend with a tailgate reunion
at 11 a.m. Saturday before the football game.
The reunion will be birthday party themed to
bring former and current members of KJK to
celebrate their club, according to sophomore
Kaley Hill, one of the sunshine girls of KJK
and event organizer.
The social club was established in 1939, and
is one of the oldest women’s social clubs on
campus. Their motto is “universal friendship
and appreciation of life,” according to KJK
president, senior Ava Galyean.
“This is something that is so prevalent
in our club today, and transcends through
different generations of women who were in
Kojies back in the day,” Galyean said.
Alumna Emily Hoggard was a member
of KJK from 2000 to 2003 during her time
as a student at Harding. Hoggard and her
husband returned to Searcy a few years after
graduating, and soon after, she became a
sponsor for KJK as a way to get involved
with the students and to relive her days as
a Kojie. She has been a club sponsor for
10 years.
Hoggard said the relationships that are
formed remained a fundamental part of KJK
since her time as a student.
“I wouldn’t say that any club really has just
one type of person.” Hoggard said. “I think
as you get to know people you realize that
no club has just one type of person. So it’s
not really that that binds us together — our
personalities — but it’s just like a sisterhood

Above: Senior
Toni Montez plays
Henchman #2 in
“Matilda.” Montez
joined the musical
cast for the first
time this year.
Left: Toni Montez
kneels at First
Security Stadium
field. Montez played
football for Harding
for three years.

Magical music of Matilda
Following the pit orchestra and their
behind-the-scenes performance
BRIELLE HETHERINGTON
news editor

Women’s social club Ko Jo Kai’s letters stand at their tailgate on Saturday,
Oct. 5. Ko Jo Kai turned 80 years old this year.

ERIN FLOYD
head copy-editor
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and going through common experiences and
things like that. I think that has not changed.”
Accounts receivable clerk Tish Elrod has
been a sponsor for over 30 years, including
when the other three current sponsors were
members, according to Hoggard.
“It’s neat to get to serve in that role with
her,” Hoggard said. “You look at sponsors
as kind of the rule enforcers, but it’s been
awesome to be on the other side of it and
see how much she really loves the club and
loves the girls and wants what’s best for us.
So I think that’s kind of a neat aspect.”
Hoggard said most, if not all, of the
alumnae who will be attending the reunion
will have had Elrod as a sponsor.
Sophomore Jewel Gilbert, sophomore
Taylor Hodgekiss, and freshman Bobbie
Ellis serve alongside Hill as sunshine girls for
KJK, and they all said they are most excited
to have alumnae come back to celebrate 80
years, relive past years as a Kojie and reflect
on some long-standing traditions.
Hoggard said it will be fun for former
members to see what traditions their club is
still upholding since their time as students,
such as their Christmas ornament exchange
event.
Galyean said as every social club goes
through phases through the years, she has
loved serving KJK as president because
she’s been able to see the club grow from a
different perspective.
“I have seen Kojies grow more in my time
at Harding than I ever thought possible,”
Galyean said. “My heart could not be more
proud of the leadership, kindness, determination
and sisterhood that is exemplified by these
girls every day.”

Homecoming week is full of football,
school pride, nostalgia and music. For
the musical’s pit orchestra, this week has
been anticipated for months. Students
like those within the orchestra dedicated
a large amount of time and energy to
prepare for their important role in the
University’s production of “Matilda.”
Associate professor of music Andrew
Cook has conducted the orchestra for
the musical for six years. Cook explained
that preparation for this week began
in mid-August and will continue until
the final dress rehearsal with the cast.
“Performing in the pit orchestra
for the musical requires a certain level
of concentration — that’s one of the
things I love about it,” Cook said. “It’s
such a challenge to maintain focus for
two hours.”
Many of Cook’s musicians also
participate in the Thundering Herd
Marching Band. Junior Megan Harris
is a music education major who plays
the alto saxophone in the marching
band and three instruments in the
pit orchestra — B-flat clarinet, bass
clarinet and tenor saxophone. Harris
performed with the pit orchestra in last
year’s Homecoming musical as well.
“Prepping for Homecoming has
been a lot of fun,” Harris said. “The
music is a lot different than what I
played last year.”
The orchestra and marching band also
welcome non music majors like senior
Matthew Thompson, who majors in
molecular and cellular biology.Thompson
said he enjoys being a science major
involved with music because he gets a
variety of experiences each day.

“I love pit orchestra because I get the
opportunity to be a part of something
bigger than myself,” Thompson said.
“Theatre productions bring together so
many people with so many different gifts
to create beautiful, immersive stories for
the audience to enjoy. Playing in the
pit orchestra gives me the opportunity
to share my musical talents for the
enjoyment of others.”
Director of athletic bands Wesley
Parker said it is important to know
one’s limits, especially since many of
his students will be performing for long
periods of time with little rest.
“Perform your best, but also know
your limit, and when you need to
stop or slow down in order to be able
to perform your best when it really
counts — during the performances.”
Parker said.
The pit orchestra is a non-credit
activity that requires time, energy and
dedication. The musicians within the
orchestra demonstrate not only their
skills, but also their passion for music
and its ability to tell a story.
“Each number in the musical has
its own feel and style, and it has been
a challenge learning to quickly switch
styles and assume new musical roles,”
Thompson said.
The pit orchestra will perform in
the Homecoming musical tonight and
Saturday. Tickets can be purchased
online at www.hardingtickets.com or
at the box office for $20.
The marching band will perform their
show on Saturday during halftime of
the Harding v. Southwestern Oklahoma
football game at 3 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased online or at the gate.
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Andrew Cook leads the pit orchestra in their performance of
“Matilda.” Many students participate in both the pit orchestra and
Thundering Herd marching band.
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BRINGING BACK THE BISONS

1959 FOOTBALL TEAM. FIRST ROW: J. Mote, J. Heath, K. Cottrell, J. Smith, J. Citty, L. Lambert, B. Thrasher, C. Peacock, W. Mays, R. Phillips, B. Tucker.
Second Row: Trainer Higginbotham, B. Arnold, M. Walker, B. Hunter, G. Randolph, C. Sharp, L. Garnett, J. Figgins, R. Carter, J. Jackson, J.
Collier, G. Dumas, Assistant Coach Johnson. Third Row: Assistant Coach Groover, Assistant Coach Knight, Trainer McKee, D. Harvey, R. Smith,
P. Williams, S. Tate, D. Berryhill, R. Schenck, J. Escue, B. Smith, J. Pate, W. Harrison, R. Griffin, Coach Allison.
Photo courtesy of THE PETIT JEAN YEARBOOK

Looking back on Dr. Ganus’ contributions
to Harding’s football program
KARLI WILLIAMSON
features editor
It has been 60 years since Harding
athletics programs were reinstated in
1957 after being discontinued for 20
years. Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Clifton
L. Ganus played a vital role in that
endeavor — shaping Harding University
into the institution it is today.
Dr. Ganus died Sept. 9, leaving many
members of the Harding community to
reflect on the impact he made on the
University, specifically athletics.
Scott Goode, assistant athletic director
for sports, spoke fondly and passionately
about Harding athletics and Dr. Ganus,
a man crucial to their success.
Accord ing to a resea rc h repor t
submitted by Donald Gordon Scoles in
1970, Harding football was terminated in
1931, during the peak of the Depression.
By 1939 it was too expensive to continue
any athletics.
“It was either serve the 25 kids who
were participating in athletics, or use that
same money to take care of everybody
on campus,” Goode said.
The report by Scoles said that in 1951,
M.E. Berryhill and others began talking
about bringing back intercollegiate
athletics.

the University of Oklahoma, said yes to
coaching here, they were shocked and
wanted to get the program revamped as
quickly as possible.”
Hiring Allison was key to the program’s
revamp, because his name was well known
and attractive to prospective players.
“We were trying to find a member of
the Church of Christ who had experience
and knew football and played football,
who would be a good coach for us at
Harding with our philosophy and attitude
and spiritual values and so on,” Dr.
Ganus said. “Somebody came up with
Carl Allison.”

Dr. Ganus, one of
his many talents
was the ability to go
somewhere in the
world, tell somebody
about Harding, and get
them to come here.
– Scott Goode,
assistant athletic director for sports

Goode reca l led Ganus’ sk il l for
promoting Harding and football, two
things Dr. Ganus loved.

Photo courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY

Dr. Ganus embraces head football coach Paul Simmons after a Harding
football game at Southern Nazarene University Sept. 15, 2018 .
“M.E. Berryhill started the discussion
of possibly bringing it back,” Goode said.
“Nothing was done until 1957, when Dr.
Ganus was the vice president. As soon
as chatter started about ‘Hey, maybe we
could get this thing back up and running,’
he and Dean Joe Pryor got together with
Berryhill. Really those three guys were the
ones that spearheaded the re-emergence
of Harding sports.”
In a 2014 interview with Ken Bissell,
senior advancement officer, Dr. Ganus
spoke in detail about the reinstatement
of Harding sports.
“Joe Pryor, Pinky Berryhill and I
were the three who pushed for getting
intercollegiate sports back,” Dr. Ganus
said. “We kept bugging Dr. Benson,
I guess, so he asked us to serve as the
committee to work in that area . . .
football came in the fall of ’59. But we
had to start from scratch.”
Goode said football did not return
until 1959 because the search to find the
right coach was crucial to the committee.
“It’s not hard to recruit a coach to
come here to coach now, because we
are usually successful. We have great
[students], we have great facilities,”
Goode said. “[In 1959] we had none of
that except great [students] . . . so when
Carl Allison, former running back at

“Dr. Ganus, one of his many talents
was the ability to go somewhere in the
world, tell somebody about Harding,
and get them to come here,” Goode said.
“I’m sure he put his best face forward to
get Carl Allison to come.”

He loved football. He
coached football, and
he was undefeated in
Charleston. He has
always loved football. I
think it’s always been a
special passion for him.
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Dr. Ganus and Cameron Scott after a Harding football game at
Southern Nazarene University Sept. 15, 2018 .
Goode said. “He would come in my office
even at 90+ years, sit in the corner chair,
and we would go through every sport —
athletes, statistics and expected outcomes.”
No one got to experience Dr. Ganus’
love for Harding sports quite like his family.
His son Dr. Clifton L. Ganus III (Cliff),
professor of music at Harding, spoke of
his father’s commitment to Harding sports
that was evident to all.
“He went to everything,” Cliff Ganus
said. “He would fly or drive six or seven
hours. [His commitment] was just visible
to everybody … I enjoyed going with him
but didn’t get to go to games as often as
he did.”
Cliff Ganus said Harding was his
father’s ultimate passion.
“He loved this campus and the people
here,” Cliff Ganus said. “Though he had
played almost every sport … he loved
football. He coached football, and he was
undefeated in Charleston. He has always
loved football. I think it’s always been a
special passion for him — so when he
found out that Harding was reinstating
other athletic programs but didn’t have
a football team, he felt that we ought to
have one. It’s part of what a school does.”
Goode echoed the sentiment that Dr.
Ganus had a special place in his heart
for Harding football. Goode said a lot of
football players’ best memories at Harding
were made when Dr. Ganus came to talk
to them after games.
“The thing that he would do that would
mean so much to players was, after the
game he would come up to them, already
know their name, know where they were
from, and he would make a personal

connection to them — rejoicing with them
in the victories and hurting with them in
the losses,” Goode said. “Dr. Ganus was
100% genuine. He poured his heart into
Harding athletics.”
Junior linebacker Dylan Hendricks said
he was always impressed by how personable
Dr. Ganus was with each player.

He would make a
personal connection to
them – rejoicing with
them in the victories
and hurting with them
in the losses.
– Scott Goode
assistant athletic director for sports

“He would be at all the sporting events,
rain or shine,” Hendricks said. “He cared
about us. He would know our names, know
our hometowns, our stats, all of that. You
could tell that he cared a lot about us as
football players and as people.”
Cliff Ganus said that in his father’s
last four months of life, he gathered all
the coaches of every sport into his living
room where he was lying in bed.
“He visited with them for about an
hour and a half,” Cliff Ganus said. “The
idea that we are building men and not
football players was crucial to him.”
From 1959 to 2019, Dr. Ganus left
an indelible mark on the University and
Harding football, one that is sure to
endure for many years to come.

– Cliff Ganus,
Dr. Ganus’ son

The report showed that the program rebuild
was slow and steady — coming from nothing
and trying to be competitive — but Harding
football eventually became a well-established
and important piece of the Harding identity,
in large part thanks to Dr. Ganus.
“I felt super blessed when I got this job
in 1999, meeting Dr. Ganus and finding out
that the most important person that’s ever
been on this campus — in terms of keeping
Harding alive and afloat — loved sports,”
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Dr. Ganus and defensive line coach Trey’von Biglow after a Harding
football game at Southern Nazarene University Sept. 15, 2018.

4C

HOMECOMING

Friday, October 18, 2019

Pattie Cobb Hall turns 100
DANIELLE TURNER
lifestyle editor

In 1919, before Harding was founded,
Pattie Cobb dorm was built on the campus
of Galloway Female College and originally
named Holmes Hall. 100 years later, Pattie
Cobb stands in the middle of campus, a symbol
of Harding’s history to all who walk by. The
bottom floor of the dorm was once home
to the cafeteria, and a temporary home to
many alumnae and current students. Pattie
Cobb holds a special place in many people’s
hearts, past and present.
Former Harding student Colleen White
lived in Pattie Cobb and worked in the Pattie
Cobb cafeteria during the 1976-77 school
year. She said the dorm looks the same on
the outside as it did when she lived there,
but the inside is drastically different.
“Most girls had sinks in their room, the
bathroom down the hall and the bathing
room with only three clawfoot bathtubs,”
White said. “The entire dorm didn’t have air
conditioning, so it was very hot in August,
especially with the heat of the cafeteria
coming up into our rooms.”
White said working in the cafeteria
introduced her to many friends, and she
enjoyed working where she lived. She said
the Pattie Cobb cafeteria designated one
meal for each day of the week, and twice a
day they served green beans straight out of
the can. White said some people can still
smell the green beans when they walk in
the building.
Joetta Martin, the residence life coordinator
of Pattie Cobb from 1999 through 2017, said
Pattie Cobb had its major remodel during
the 1987-88 school year, when the first floor
was gutted, and the cafeteria was taken out to
make space for more dorm rooms and office
space. It was renovated again in summer 2006
to modernize the dorm and paint over the
“Pattie Cobb purple” wall color, as students
lovingly called it.
“At our first meeting of the year, I always
told them to remember that they were living
in a historic building,” Martin said. “So I’d

ask them to please take care of her — she’s
a bit more delicate than the other dorms.”
Pattie Cobb is the last building left from
Galloway College, but current dorm mom
Heather Davis said some students don’t
realize just how much history the building
holds. Earlier in the semester, she put up
some posters in the lobby to wish Pattie
Cobb a happy 100th birthday, and a lot of
students were very surprised to find out the
building was older than Harding.
White said the building is very different
now from when she lived there, but the

I always told them to
remember that they were
living in a historic building.
So I’d ask them to please
take care of her — she’s a
bit more delicate than the
other dorms.
– Joetta Martin
former Pattie Cobb RLC

memories she made in the building stay
the same.
“It’s very beautiful now, but I loved it back
then too,” White said. “Whenever I walk by,
I stop and look at my old window and think
about the times I lived there. It was a very
special time.”
Davis said she is looking forward to
Homecoming weekend and having many
visitors come and stop by to visit and see
how the dorm has changed since they were
last at Harding.
“Students will learn more about the
history of Pattie Cobb this weekend during
Homecoming,” Davis said. “It was here from
day one of Harding, so many alumni come
by because they were either in there a lot for
the cafeteria or they lived there. It’s a very
central part of campus.”
The dorm will be open to visitors from
9:45 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday.
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Pattie Cobb is turning 100 this year. The building was constructed in 1919
as part of Galloway College and is the last remaining structure from the
Galloway campus.
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3 the animal Harding’s mascot is often mistaken as
4 a common visitor this weekend
5 a group of musicians on campus called The Thundering ____
6 Paul Simmons’ job
10 Ko Jo ___ celebrating 80 years
12 chant often heard when the president walks on stage
13 upcoming week on some social calendars
15 girls’ dorm that used to house a cafeteria
16 three of these may get you a ring
18 which Ladies Garden?
20 where you may be reading this paper
21 crowned at halftime of the football game
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Down

1 Race, Beebe and Secret _____
2 the football stands are full of people in black & ____
3 you may find one locked up on campus
5 many are coming here this weekend
7 the new field house on campus
8 a common festivity for Saturday afternoon; ____gating
9 can be seen on Benson stage this weekend
11 a state park and the yearbook ending with Jean
12 word on one endzone of the football field
14 the name of our beloved mascot
17 major Spring event ends with ______
19 affectionate name for after chapel go-to
Answers can be found online at thelink.harding.edu

